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any serious interference. Indeed, the 'Invencible Armada' had given
the English work to do at home.
In 1589 they were as occupied with the 'Counter-Armada'. Yet it
may be assumed that Michelson and Mace1 were not the only
Englishmen in the Indies that year. Within nine days of its month
of April twelve enemy sail were seen to pass by Puerto Rico.2 An
Englishman with two ships came near to carrying off the artillery
from Bayaain La Espafiola.3 They were English who chased two vessels
along the Havana coast in May, 1589, one of which ran aground to
escape.4 At most, however, these were still petty marauders, did
small damage and occasioned little or no real alarm. Among the
islands and on the coast of Spain the situation was very different.
A large fleet of vessels bound for the Antilles and Mexico left
Spain in July, 1588, Martin Perez de Olazabal in command,5 and
an especially strong fleet (41 sail) for the Main was hurried off in
the middle of March, 1589, under Diego de la Ribera.6 At the end
of April Alvaro Flores was ordered to proceed to Cartagena with
two galizabras fresh from the Biscay ways.7 His vice-admiral, Juan
de Oribe Apallua, had preceded him. There they were to take over
half a dozen of the best ships of the fleet, convert them into men-of-
war at the expense of the rest (in men and artillery), and use them to
reinforce the six armed vessels which had gone out with the fleet, for
the safe conveyance of that year's treasure. The ships so stripped of
men and guns remained on the Main, with Diego de la Ribera,
ostensibly to protect Cartagena against the English, when, in the
middle of September, 1589, Alvaro Flores and Martin Perez left
Havana for the return passage with nine galleons laden with all the
treasure8 convoying 50 or 60 vessels of the combined fleets.9
1 Principal Navigations, x, pp. 156-7. *... ship called the Dogge .. .*
2 A. de /., 54-2-5, Santo Domingo 127, Juan de Texeda to the Crown, Havana,
June 4,1589.
3 A. de /., 54-3-23, Santo Domingo 172, Lope de Vega Portocarrero to the
Crown, Santo Domingo, July 4,1589.
* Document No. 67 post.
* A.de /., 143-3-17, Indiferente General 1098, numerous despatches.
c A. de /., 143-3-17, Indiferente General 1098, Tello to the Crown, San Lucar,
December 18, 1588; 140-2-4, Indiferente General 582, n, instructions to Ribera,
f, 27 et seq., Madrid, February 22, 1589; 143-3-18, Indiferente General 1099,
Duke de Medina Sidonia to the Crown, San Lucar, March 14,1589, etc., etc.
7 A. de /., 140-2-4, Indiferente General 582, n, f. 46 reverse et seq., instructions
to Alvaro Flores, San Lorenzo, April 30,1589.
8 A. de /., 143-3-18, Indiferente General 1099, t*16 House of Trade to the Crown,
Seville, Decembers, 1589.
* A. de L9 143-3-18, Indiferente General 1099, Martin Perez de Olazabal to the
Crown and Diego de Soto to the Crown, San Lucar, October 29,1589.